Wayne Eugene Wooten
March 17, 1941 - December 1, 2019

Wayne Eugene Wooten, age 78, of Hiddenite passed away on Sunday, December 1, 2019
at his residence. Born to the late James Long and Bernice McNeely Wooten, on March 17,
1941, in Iredell County, Wayne was an active member of the community and an ultimate
“Renaissance Man”. Wayne was knowledgeable and interested in art, music, literature,
nature, animals, flowers, sports, cars and technology.
He was both a life-long learner and educator. He earned a Bachelor of Arts from Saint
Andrews Presbyterian College and later earned a Master of Arts in English from
Appalachian State University. He also attended Crozer Theological Seminary in
Pennsylvania where he studied Divinity and developed his keen understanding of religion.
Wayne taught high school English and history at South Iredell High School and then
transitioned to Catawba Valley Community College. At CVCC, Wayne taught Humanities
and eventually became a highly respected and valued leader at the institution.
Wayne was also an invaluable member of the Alexander County community. He was
active in the Gwaltney Ruritan Club. The Hiddenite Arts Council was precious to him. The
Council gave him an opportunity to share his love for the arts in the area. Wayne was a
dedicated Mason in the Stony Point Lodge, holding several major positions during his
tenure. He was also a member of the local garden club, Alexander County Agriculture
Extension, and Catawba County Beekeepers. Wayne gained great joy from his family,
especially his grandchildren. He was a role model for them and all who knew him.
Mr. Wooten is survived by his wife Joyce Williams Wooten of the home; one son, Eric
Bryan Wooten of Baltimore, MD; a daughter, Aden Wooten Cranford and husband, Dennis
Cranford of Hickory; one stepdaughter, Jamie Allison Christenbury of Hiddenite. Wayne
will be remembered by his two grandchildren, Maelyn and Max Cranford, of Hickory. One
sister survives, Janet Cynthia Wooten of Lakeland, FL.
Visitation for Mr. Wooten will be held Thursday, December 5, at Alexander Funeral Service
from 5-7 p.m. A memorial service for family and close friends will be held on the family
farm at a future date.
A scholarship fund has been established at CVCC in Wayne’s honor. Memorials may be
sent to the Wooten Scholarship Fund in care of the CVCC Foundation at 2550 Hwy 70 SE
Hickory, NC 28602.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Alexander Funeral and Cremation Service.
Condolences may be sent to www.alexfuneralservice.com.

Comments

“

One of my favorite teachers and loved Humanities! Mr Wooten had a way of helping
you get excited about learning, through interactive discussions and activities. He
made Humanities come to life! A great man with lasting impact on many.

Christopher henderson '78 - December 06, 2019 at 02:18 AM

“

The Staff At Alexander Funeral Service lit a candle in memory of Wayne Eugene
Wooten

The Staff at Alexander Funeral Service - December 05, 2019 at 12:25 PM

“

My condolences to the family. As a ‘78 graduate of SIHS, Mr. Wooten was one of my
favorite high school teachers. I’ll never forget the toga party in Humanities class! He
made learning easier and fun. He was the type of educator that all students need to
encounter! RIP bold soldier!

Kaye Rankin Anderson - December 04, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

Wayne and I went to St. Andrews Presbyterian College together. I remember him as
a very energetic young man with an intense desire to learn. We were in the same
section of the dormitory and with others, had many conversations about life and
philosophy after classes were over for the day. He was a person of quiet conviction
and I remember admiring his faith.
I joined Facebook nine years ago and some time thereafter, Wayne and I became
friends on Facebook.
To me Wayne was the type of person who could effect positive changes in the lives
of others, one person at a time.
For his family and friends, please accept my condolences for your loss.
I will miss him in my life, but for me, I believe he is not gone; he is just away and alive
in Spirit.
Sincerely,
Ed Benjamin

Ed Benjamin - December 04, 2019 at 01:31 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Wayne Eugene Wooten.

December 04, 2019 at 11:09 AM

“

This is in memory of Joe McNeely and his cousin Wayne. Their kinship and
friendship are a great memory of mine. I will alway cherish the stories shared about
their trips to cousin Buzz’s home in Hartsville. I am so very sorry for your loss. Love
Tally

Tally McNeely Kennedy - December 04, 2019 at 06:42 AM

“

Wayne was especially kind to my Father. They shared the love of cattle and peach
brandy. I miss them both.

Margaret Holman James - December 04, 2019 at 12:31 AM

“

So sorry for your loss...he was a wonderful teacher and a funny, kind. intelligent man.
He made me want to sit at the front of the classroom.

Todd McCoy - December 03, 2019 at 08:33 PM

“

I was fortunate to have been a student in "Mr. Wooten"s" class at Wilkes Central
High School 50 years ago. The format of the American Culture class he and his wife
team taught, combining American Literature and American History into one double
block session, was very innovative at the time. This course was one of the most
influential classes I've taken. I felt it was one of the reasons for my success at UNCChapel Hill where I was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. Mr. Wooten's style of teaching
pushed us to look beyond the surface, to make connections across disciplines. It also
influenced my own career as an educator. My condolences to the family. Know that
he made a difference in other people's lives.
Sincerely,
Deborah Palmer

Deborah Palmer - December 03, 2019 at 01:31 PM

“

Wayne truly was a Renaissance man, in every sense of the word. I was blessed to
meet him in 1973, and blessed to share important memories like the birth of our
children. He taught me so much about how to care for the land and made me a better
human being for the time we spent together.
Stan and I are grateful to have known you, and your presence on this earth will be
missed.

Sue and Stan Bumgarner - December 03, 2019 at 09:58 AM

“

What a wonderful teacher RIP Mr Wooten

Misty Graves-Thomason - December 02, 2019 at 11:11 PM

“

Mr Wooten was my American History teacher during the latter years of the Vietnam
war. He also taught my Senior World History class expounding on everything from
Shakespeare to the great world empires that rose & fell. I spent long hours on my
senior term paper on Alexander the Great & his world campaigns conquering all he
could dream of. Mr. Wooten gave me an "A". He was leader of the Sierra club taking
us from th ed Linville Gorge to his farm for a fun afternoon. He laughed as he put me
on his tallest mare to go horseback riding on the farm, but he took great delight when
he slapped the horse on the flank & she took off like the wind, taking me for a thrilling
ride I only hoped I could get her slowed down before I fell off. Thankfully I returned
on the horse with my dignity in tact. He was easily relatable & we thought he was the
coolest teacher in the school with his wardrobe that more often resembled that of his
students...f and frequently wearing blue denim jeans, casual shirts rarely wearing a
tie & his hair was longer than other male teachers at South Iredell High. He v c was
much beloved especially when he got engaged to fellow teacher, Ms Joyce
Christenbury. He was tough, but fair, spontaneous & creative. We'll miss his warm
smile & sense of humor. Go with God, Mr. Wooten. Hope to see you one fine day on
heaven's ever sunny side.

Kelly Brawley Stutts - December 02, 2019 at 10:25 PM

“

Fantastic, caring teacher. Proud to have been a student.

Kimberly Sakrison - December 02, 2019 at 09:28 PM

“

My love and sincere sympathy to the family. I feel so blessed to have known Wayne
and I've had the pleasure of working with him. He made you feel accepted and
needed in the work place. A wonderful Friend. Love, B. J. Harris

B. J. Harris - December 02, 2019 at 08:50 PM

“

Heaven is brighter but our world is darker with the passing of Wayne. He was a
valued resource in farming, religion, community and a beloved neighbor. Our hearts
are with his family and our community as all journey through this grief and wonder,
"Who's going to fill his shoes?"

Susan Mitchell - December 02, 2019 at 07:55 PM

“

Wayne was a classmate and a very respected person by everyone who knew him.
We were privileged to see him on September 28, 2019 at a class reunion. Gods
speed to all the families I know God will sustain you at this sad time.

Linda Douglas Bollinger - December 02, 2019 at 06:50 PM

“

I have such great memories of Mr. Wooten teaching me at South Iredell. He was so
much more then a “teacher” he never gave up on me and I’m forever grateful. Cindy
and I had many conversations with him during lunch and I still remember those
conversations even though it’s been 37 years ago. I only wish I could have had one
more conversation with him. My heart goes out to his wife Mrs. Wooten (who was my
teacher as well and a great one), his children and grandchildren. May God bless
each and everyone of you and bring you comfort.
Jennifer Overcash Holt

Jennifer Holt - December 02, 2019 at 06:39 PM

“

Janet, Our hearts are broken for you today! He fought a good fight and will be
remembered for his strength and kindness and love of his family and community! I
have known Wayne as a classmate, neighbor and friend for over 60 years...Many
good memories of you and your family!
We will keep you in our hearts and prayers!
Love,
Karol and Tommy Johnson

Karol and Tommy Johnson - December 02, 2019 at 06:04 PM

“

Wayne is a gift that I always carry in my heart. As his student he taught me how to
think not merely memorize facts. Working on his farm as a teenager I learned what it
means to live close to the earth and how important that relationship is for us all. He
provided a refuge during the most formative years of my life. I am grateful for his wit,
his compassion and his powerful intellect. He was and continues to be a blessing for
me and many others.

Brent Price - December 02, 2019 at 04:44 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss, Aden. Wayne was a truly wonderful man. My
thoughts and prayers are with you.

Kristy Wooten - December 02, 2019 at 04:33 PM

“

Kathryn CHARLES lit a candle in memory of Wayne Eugene Wooten

Kathryn CHARLES - December 02, 2019 at 03:12 PM

“

Wayne wooten was a true gentleman in every sense of the word. always treated me
with the upmost respect even when i was a young rookie faculty member. Wayne
thank you for giving me an opportunity nearly 16 years ago. I will forever be greatful
my friend. Rest in peace.
Steve O. Hunt

steve O Hunt - December 02, 2019 at 03:09 PM

“

To my colleague, my mentor, and my friend, I will miss you forever. Thank you for
coming into my life and for making me a better person. You must know that you have
left a lasting mark not only on my life but also on the lives of countless others. To
Joyce, Aden, and the entire family, my heart mourns with yours. I pray that you will
find the peace and comfort that only God can give.

Dianne Little - December 02, 2019 at 02:35 PM

“

The Staff At Alexander Funeral Service lit a candle in memory of Wayne Eugene
Wooten

The Staff at Alexander Funeral Service - December 02, 2019 at 02:29 PM

“

Joyce Wooten lit a candle in memory of Wayne Eugene Wooten

joyce wooten - December 02, 2019 at 02:23 PM

